The Most DmputedTract of Land Under the Sun Where' Austri
uarreled For 500 Years by the Beautiful Shore of the: Adrlatlc and Where, at the End of the
War, the Peace Congress Wil Find

Italy has takes wuwp the
“Ialla Irridewta,” and where
other mnationalities dispute her
and he describes the hard problem
there that the war ecannet poasibly
solve.

Anether article In this wseries of
sketches of the fallen Nations will be
published mext Sunday. A

One day when these war clouds were
gathering above a world that yet dweit
in & fool's paradise of armed peace, I
saw an Itallan alrship of the Zeppelin
type circle for a momeat about the
campanile of S5t Mark's in Venics and
then sall away beyond the Lido and
over the Adriatic toward the Austrian
coast. But my companion had been quick
to press a camera button and had caught
for me a snapshot photograph of that

interesting aerial maneuver in the im-
pending conflict between Iialy and
it is a fair suppostion now that

_n‘lat{-r was starting on & recon-
wissance of the fallen nation of Italians
Irridenta—which lles only fifty

miles away on “the opposite
At any rate, he steered the
course which soon was to become a path
of war In the sky. And out of the blue
to which I watched him 1fly,
tely has seen so many Austrian |
Zeppelins® coming to pay return visits
she has found It prudent to stable
the bronze horses of 8t. Mark's in bomb-
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proof gquarters. Forewarned by her ex-
with Napoleon, who abducted |
her prancing steeds and tethered them |
his palace yard at Paris, she Is not
going to let them be blown up mow by
the hated Tedesco. And that ls almost |
unpleasant a name for the Atutrun':
Italy ss “boche” is for the German |
in France.
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Those bronze horses are preclous not
alons because they are the only horses
in & city whose streets are water. They
are the proud trephles of an era when,
without a horse, the web-foot town con-
guered an Empire and when the Adriatic
was only a Venetian capal

But as the lslanders have s=at all
summer about the little marble-top tables
the great square of St Mark's won-
dering over their coffee how much longer
was guoing to take the Itallam Army
to get into Trieste, they still saw three

it

reminders of the c¢ld imperial days.
These are the graceful flagstaffs before
the ancient church, from which once

floated the banners of three distant and
glorious States in subjection to Venloe—
Greece, Cyprus and Crete,

But the most ardent irridentists do not
insist on reclaiming the Greek kingdom.
Their object and the object of Italy in the
to deliver the™Stalians of the
Trentino and the Adriatic from the
thraldom of the Hapsburgs.

A Most Disputed Land.

I venture to say that the northern coast
f the Adriatic is the mest disputed tract
of land under the sun. There it lles on
the border of the sea flowing between
Greece and Rome, the oldest centers of
European civillzation. Yet today there 18
not as clear a title to it as to the banks
of the Nyanzas in darkest Africa. After
2500 years of warring over It, the owner-
of it is In question. And now again
this same old boundary quarrel has
brought on ancther war. This comes of
writing title deeds with sword and
blood.

Even as an Itallan army at the top was
baftling to establish the claim of Italy
the disputed territory, the BSerblans
&t the lower end were Ip a death strug-
gle to make good the cialm of the Serba.
Maanwhile Austria and Hungary divided
the actual possession of it, and those
inveterate claim jumpers, the Hapsburgs,
played both ends towerd the middle,

war la
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to

with nine points of the game In their
favor.
It ia a shore cumbered with fallen

nations and strewn with the wrecks of
empires, which have been pounded to
plecea on Its jagged rockas As your
steamer warily dodges about on ita
course among the &0 islands which Iit-
ter the Adriatic and you gaze at the
dagger-like peaks and castled capes of
ths mainland, you feel as if the fury of
naturs had only been emulated by man
on the Dalmatian coast, where the pop-
ulation forever has been torn to shreds
between nations and eresfis as unrelient-
ing and flerce In thelr mad strife as
the clements tpemselves

At Spalats, the palace which Diocle-
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Passing the '!'l'lh.

After Rome fall two Itallan towns,
Genoa and Venlce, savagely fought for
the prize, and the island of Curszola rises
from the Adriatic to contradict the as-
sumption, that gas battles are a 20th
century invention of the Prussian gen-
eral staff. For in that old noaval
engagement off Curzola in 1298 the Geno-
ese blinded the galley slaves of Venlice
with lUme powder,

In tha end the Venetlans won the
trident, and over moldy, crumbling
gateways to langulshing Dalmatian
towns the battered llom of St Mark's
keeps alive the memory of the dead
Empire of Venlce. For more than 200
years ﬂm"'c'enel!an galleys breasted
the waves of Mahometism sweeping in
from Asia. They were the wooden walls
of Christendom. The Thrk might plant
the Crescent on the top of the moun-
tains which rise from the Adriatic, but
the Croess neaver was lowersed down by
the nearby shore.

At her climax Venice reigned ot
only over Dalmatia, but clear to the
Dardanelles. Fagusa almost alone kept
its independence from the Doge, and
Its adventukous fleet was so celebrated
that a "“Ragusea,” afterward twlated
into "argosy,” gave a uaiverbal name
to the richly " laden merchantman.
After that strangs Mttle city by the
sea had malntained its republic for
600 years against Venetlans, Turks,
Austrians apd’&ll comers, It fell at &
scratch of Napoleon's pen_in 18509,

The Adriatic never was an Italian
“or Venetinn lake. For Austria held
Trieste and Hungary held Fiume in
the golden age of Venice. From those
forts the Hapsburgs worked their way

down the; coast and salvaged tha
wreckage the Venetian Empire.
But it remained for Napoleon to

confirm the Hapsburg title to Dal-
matia. When, at his stern command,
the llon of Bt. Mark's “bit the dust”

he gave that strange strip of uout-\

land to Austria In 1797 as a conscla-.f
tion prize for the land he took from
her In Italy. Next he snatched It back
at Austerlits {n 1505, and bestowed on
Marshal Soult, his chlef lleutenant in
that battle, the title of Duke of Dal-
matia. Another wvirtory over Austria;
at Wagram In 1509, ga¥e Mm the en-
tire shore, from Trieste down, and he
formed It into the Kingdom of Illyria,
which he wore in his erown until his
overthrow, when the Hapsburgs min
picked up Dalmatia.
© Italy in Anstris.

Outwardly the vosst townms

distinetly Itallan. Ttaly is stamped

their architecture. Thelr stony Ilittle
squares and narrow streets winding up
from the water all bear Itallan names.
Itallans control the business and the
wealth of the shore, and Itallan is the
speach of trade and fashion.

, Even when I went to the only “seapott
of Austrin proper, although 1 sailed
under the Austrian flag, the ship- was
owned, commanded and manned by Ital-
fans, and at Trieste 1 entered a new
harbor, named In Itallan for the Aus-
trian Emperor, Portg Nuovo dl Frane
cesco Gluseppe Primo. I found Italians
everywhere and doing everything, ex-
| cept carrying the baggnge, which job
was left to the Slavs. Not an Austrian
disclosed himielf with his German ‘ul:
teral

Btreeta and rallway stations, churches,
museums and theaters, banks and stores
were all christened In Itallan. Austrian
lheroel. including Maximilian of Mexico,
stood In bronze erected by the Austrian
government in Itallan pinzsi Yet
Trieste has been held by Austria since
1882, save for only the few years when
it was Napoleon's prize in battle.

Fiume is hardly less Italian, although
it s the only port of Hungary. For
many centuries it, too, has been under
Hapsburg rule, biit without “losing its
native character.

Much the same thing is true of that
entire Mttoral. From top to bottam the
Very coast of Austria-Hungary remains
almost as alien to the Austrian and
Hungarian ss If igwere divided by seas
drom the ruling land, and If It were in
India or Bouth Africa.

In the Land of the Slav.

When one goes to Trieste or Flume he
thinks he is going to Austria-Hungary,
but he he has landed in Italy. Quite
another surprise awalts him when he
takes a traln out of either of those
cities.

Suppose he s going .to Vienna or Buda-

pest.” Almost at the first’ statiod from
Trieste or Flume his ear and his eye tell
him that he haa left Italy wholly behind
him’ at the shore. If*unwarned he natu-
rally might assume that he-had entered
the real Austria or the true Hungary.
But he is still far from either,
' From Fiome It is all of 200 miles on the
Budapest road to the first really Hun-
garian or Maygar town, &nd it is nearly
as far from Trieste in @ Vienna train to
the nearest Austrian or Teéutonic village.
In ‘all that wide tract between the sea
and the Drave the "people are almost
wholly Slavs, as Slavie in thelr faces and
their speech as the Poles or the Rus-
slans. \

Without a break, this land of the Jugo-
|slavs or Southern Blavs stretches In the L
nﬁrgl Trom the .mlun Alps down to the

Seblan frontler at Belgrade, where it is | guists of the South. If a tradesman needs | Crotian

Joined by the kingdom of their brother
Serbs. Through this wholly foreign na-,
#ion the Austrians and Hungariens must
pass on their way to tMe sea, and down
there the Itallans hold sway.

The two rullng races of Austris-Hun-
Eary really occupy only a strip from 130
to 20 miles wide, running through the
center of the empire, with the Northern
Blavs above them In Bohemia and Galicla
and the SBouthern Slavs below them in the

coast provinces. Or let me liken the em-
pire to a ple, whereof the Slavs are the
upper and lower crusts, the Germans and
Magyars the filling and the Italians the
frosting. But, never forget, the Haps-
burgs hold the knife and fork!

Allens After 1,200 Years,

In the southerp family of the Slavs,
the Slovenes, =umbering about 1,200,000,
hold poesessior of the Austrian province

of Carnicla and overflow into the neigh- |

boring provinces of BStyria, Carinthis,
Coastland and Istrila, as well as Into
Hungary. In the Austrian kingdom of

Dalmatia 9 per cent of the population is!

Berbo-Croatian, and there are in all more
than 500,000 members of this branch of
| the Slavs in. Austria. There ure many
'more in Hungary where 87 per cent of

the 2,600,000 population of Croatia-Slav-|}

onla are Serbo-Croats, who boast a grand
total of 5,700,000 for the entire Empire,
including Bosnia.

These pecple have for 1,20 vears andl

more dwelt just where they are today. |
The Slovenes were on the ground before
there was an Austria or a Hapsburg
crown, and the Serbo-Croats were Iin
Hungary before there was a Hungary

and before the Magyars emerged from |
They proudly cherish the!

the wilds.

¥ of the centuries when they held
their place among the Nations s the
United Kingdom of Croatia and Slavonia,
and as grin: reminders of their fallen
Nation they jealously. preserve at Agram
the pavement whereon their st King

was bound t.u the stake and burned

alive,

Nor are the southern Slags a dwin-
dling reace. 4 putwlth:t!ndlns the
losses by emigre There are sald to
be nearly- 150,000 Slovenes and 350,000
Serbo-Croats {n the United States. There
you have a significant contrast between
the Slavs under tie rule of Austria-Hun-
gary and ir brethren who have Rheir|
owWn gov nt in Berbia, where there
is fio emigration,

In spite of that drdin upon t
Slavs in the empire are steadlly anfd sure-
1y, .en upon - the peoples about
them. Year by Yyear they are stealing
Aown ugon the I nia dlong the coast
and credping up into Austria-Hungary.
The ¢ity of Marburg,. over forty miles
from Vienna; Is becoming less and less
German more and more an outpost
of the venes, Over ia Hungary the

have . crossed the Danube
in slow and !rresistible advanee on
Bmhpvlt. ‘

mmm they are conquering with
“their tongues. Llke all Slavs, they have
the ﬂrtuflpeum and they are the lin-

. the
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stage the theatre remalns
closed.

Grist for the Hapshurgs.

& man who speaks the four languages of |

that polyglot , reglon the Slav gets the!

job, crowding out the monolingual Ger-

man, Itallan or Magyar applicant.
Walls of Hatred.

Throughout

the ‘Magyars and Itallaps the less
these | Will hate the Austrians. And always the

they

centuries of contact

against both German and Magyar influ-
ence. Wh they ylelded to any alien |
environment®t was Itallan. For long the | Francls Joseph—how strange that
more progressive among them looked to|man who was the central figure It

this |
that

Croats. Agram, the old Croatian capital,|st Agram, and he nrnaim
has become again thelr intellectual cen- _bem of Crotia.

ter, and Serblan now ls thelr Hterar¥| put when the time came to make al
language. It is supplanting German,|iryds with the Hungarians, the Crown.
Magyar and Italian In the public schools. | ,¢ course, sacrificed the loyal Croats
| races really are drawing apart rath- .3 oqldly delivered them over to Hun-

han growing together. A Croat hatea| gurv of which kinglom they have been
a Magyar above all other hatreds. This| o sugpected mnd discontented province
is because the Magyars not only oved |ince 188 In the midst of one of thelr
threw the Croatian kingdom, but &I80| frequent agitations tHey appesled In 1903

have been trying for 700 years to Mag-| |

yarize the fallen nation.

The latest effort in that direetion took |
the form bf nalling to every rallway sta- |
tion the Magyar name for the to
For a community down there hag &t

to Francis Joscph for an audience and a
hearing, but he refused to receive their
deputation The Hapsburg throne does
not trust itself to the friendship of the
subject races, but thrives on their en-
mities toward one another.

least three names, the German, the Mag-| This sinister policy i& not falllng the
yvar and the Croatian. But a Croat would | Empire In the great war today, when |
choke If he uttered any other name than | the loyalty of the Croatian troops has|
his own. And when the Hungariam gov-| stood the test on every front. Austria!
'emment put up those Magyar signboards | could afford to trust them to fight the|
there was for a time & serious insur- | Russians or the Serbs, for those BSlavs
| rection. |are of a different religious faith. Of

course, they counld be trusted to fight the
Italigns, since Italy is clalming land that
they themselves clalm

The "Hapsburgs do not look like a race
of humorists, but there Is a grim joke

The people also blame the wretched
poverty of Croatia on its overlords at)
Budapest, where the Croats naturally |
have only 4 small representation and|
no hand in spending their onerous taxes.

“Our- pockets,” they say, “are in the|in the selection of a Croatian general to
trousers of the Magyvars.'™ command the army that has been 80
The. Itallan ranks only second in the stubbornly holding Its ground on the
enmity and the suspicion of the Croat.|Isonzo River and the Gorizia frenmt

against the Itallan army coming to de-
liver the’Adriatic shore from fts bondage
to Francls Joseph. The Croatian com-
mander and every Croat In the ranks
could be relied on to defend the Austtian
lines with all the seal of men defending
their jromes from an invader,

What Italy Wants.

There was a bond of sympathy between |
the two nelghboring peoples while they.
shared a common misfortune. But with|
United Italy reviving the hopes of the|
I\Italians [n the empire and with the Beriid-
| Croat vival, thelr new ambitions
clashed and they entered upon mnr;mtl
paths.

The - Croat particularly remu the
clplm of the Italians to the .erullc
Coast, and the Slavs living there have ],
{no desire to change foreign yokes. Some-
times they have grown so disagreeable | habitants, it is hardly less Itslisn than
‘toward the Italians as to hold nolsy the towns which Victor. Emmanuel's
celebratlons on' the anniversary of  the| army left behind It In Italy when It
battle of Lissa in 1866, when the Italian| crossell the Austrikn fromtier.
havy.was smashed off that shore by the| Trieste, the first objective of the Ttal-
| Nedtgr of Austria-Hungary. Continually|lan Adriatic campaign, is aimost as Ital-
'th.x struggle to crowd the Ttallans out|ian as Gorizia. Italinns form , three-|
of the municipal offices and the Italian| fourthe of its 30,000 people, ;nd mon!
f out of the schools eof Dal-|than half the entire popuistion of the|
mu.,_ Istrian Peninsula is Italian. There are|
As proof that the toast does not be-iin a1l about 500,000 of them under Hape-
long. to, the Italiine, they polnt to the | burg rule, but half of these live up- in
fagt that the Slavs now control all of | the mountains of Trentino, away from
the municipal governments except three, the disputed land which s my subject
Trleste, Flume and Zara. At Spalato | today.

Croats have gone so.far as to Germany has anpounced that she in-
to let Ttalian compinies play in the Mu-| duced Austria to offer the government at

Az yet the Italian advance has not
really enlered the land of the Slav. Al-
though Gorizia has many . Slovenian in-
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| Al thess racial feuds are grist for the|
| Hapsburg mill. The more the Croats hate |

| from
southern Blavs have been strangely proof | strength of the Austrian monarchy bhas| ..~

been In the weakness of a divided people. | -
In the great Humgarian revoit “""‘“ihrld at:

the [talinn shore as a source of education rv\'qjut\un of 18488 should be a principal}

and clvilizsatjon, othis war ol 1915!—the Berbo-Croats

But with the rise of Serbia as an In- [I’,unuld upon the Hungarians and fought
dependent nation there came a revival!for the young emperor. The chiefiain
of pride and culture among the Berbo-|of thelr army, Jellfchich, has s statue|

the national |

I'vileipal Theatre. Ard #ince thers iz no| Rome last winter all the Italian section

of Tremtino, and
Adriatic down to

also the head of the
the Isomso River. But
| the Italian demand for Trieste was re-
fused. because, as  Von Buslow salf,
Trieste is the lung of Austris. ™
Italy's position In the war is &
that of any other of the warring
countries To her the great confilet
s a local lssue Firhiing only
special object, thus far she bas
Ticly aloof from the general P
erations of her allles, not con
A4 man nor A gun to any other front thas
ber own.
Indeed she
| many

a

is still at psace with Ger-
Or rather like Greece's “beneve-
lent neutralily™ toward the entents
Italy has been unnnl.l.htn‘u- suconaxtul
In preserving a sort of “benevolent neo-
trality” toward the German Empire This
provides an exceptional opportunity for
& Feparsie peace ndependent of the
Fntente, or at least it provides & profife /
source of rumors.

But the obstacle s Trieste Austris
has nothing more to offer now than be-
fore the war, except Ber only port And@l
when she retires from the sea, she will
retire from the business of emire

A Hard Kaet,

It is a knotty problem But the Fword
cannot cut the knot. It has been backing
L it for twenty centuries and more and
the knot is harder mow than ever. How-
ever It poes, the war will mot settls the
title to this land which has besn so long
in dispute.

If the Austrian side should win the old
question would be left wide opm. If the
allles should win, it is likely to give tham
more trouble than sar et or subjest,
with the possible exesplion of the destimy
of Constantinople.- Whes tils bay
opened st the coubncll table the 'ld:
will find It full of the sesd of disssn-
slon.

The moet the allles could do would be
ot shut out both Austria and Hungary
from the sea. That would only mesan an-
other war. And then the Blavic powers
would have the right to objept to Italy

all she wants But to do Justice
by the Serbo-Croats and ether Elave In
Austris-Hungary would mean the ais-
memberment of that empire, And the
frantic scrambie for the pleces would
quite upset agsin the balance of power.

No, war cannot cure in this case It
can only make new wounds and start
new trovbles

Drawing iloes on the map will not swall
There are too many lines already drawn'
—ugly lines of race, religion and natiomal.
ity.

The true -solution is to wipe out those
divisions. But war cannot do that

Neitheér ‘can imperialimn. After Bving
and working, suffering and dying wside
by side 1000 years, after 50 yenrs under
Hapsburg ‘rule ﬂlﬁe peoples are
strungers and enemide to anotber,
In Switserland, in France / In the,
United tes.: they would be fmited in
& genera or twa,

There is the object jessofl Only justice,
odumuon, freedom, can harmotise those
clashing elements about the A‘rhut.
and gqulet the long-disputad title to that

shore.
(Copyright. RS, by Jumes Margas.
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